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novative, these groups were and still are grounded in the traditional

sense of place and history and in the cultural and spiritual legacy of
responsibility for salmon and water.

The Yakama Nation, the Confeder-

ated Tribes of the Warm Springs, the

Confederated Tribes of the Uma-

y tilla Indian Reservation, and the

Nez Perce Tribe, who reserved
f/ rights to fish under 1855 treaties with
the United States, founded CRITFC in

1977. Their members may fish at all

usual and accustomed fishing

o

....____:\'

™,
S
BANEN
o

3\

places in the Columbia River
Basin (as well as traditional

places beyond the basin).
The right includes cer-
emonial, subsistence,

and commercial
fisheries. It has

not meant,
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The volcanoes in our stories moved and lived before our human presence. They made way for the
contour of skyline. The river shifted this way, left its mark. It made

a way for us. Coyote waulked here and made this so in this time’s beginning. Songs are sung through
our lives and are a part of how we follow. There is a difference here.

We dream. We know our bodies are made of all these elements. On this land we are all motion. We
age. Society changes. New people arrive. Old people leave. Memory stays.

—Elizabeth Woody from “Recognition of the Maker”

Celilo (Wyam) Root Feast and Salmon 2005

Loss of Wyam caused pervasive sadness, even in celebratory events. The old Longhouse is
gone. The Wyam, or Celilo Falls, are gone. Still courage, wisdom, strength, and belief bring us
together each season to speak to all directions the ancient words. There is no physical Celilo,
but we have our mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, and our children bound together for all
possible life in the future. We are salmon (Waykanash). We are deer (Winat). We are roots
(Xnit). We are berries (Tmanit). We are water (Chuush). We are the animation of the Creator’s
wisdom in Worship song (Waashat Walptaikash).

edented enlargement of the buffers around streams, and restoration
of naturally spawning spring chinook in Shi-tike Creek and Hood
River. However, the most dramatic story is the Umatilla Basin
Salmon Recovery Project, a long-term effort by the Umatilla tribe.
The tribe began this salmon recovery project in 1980 to return water
and salmon to the Umatilla River. This effort defended 1855 treaty
rights and overcame water-use conflicts between Indians and non-
Indians. The tribes here worked hard to simultaneously protect the
local economy, which is dependent on irrigated agriculture, while
putting water and fish back into the river.

The Northwest Power and Conservation Council, Bonneville
Power Administration, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife,
Oregon Water Resources Department, and the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation partnered in the Umatilla’s salmon-recovery effort.
The project piped water directly from the Columbia River into the
area’s irrigation systems rather than taking it from the Umatilla
River. Irrigation continues, while water also flows in the river for
fish, fish habitat, and fish migration.

The project’s success brought salmon back to a river they had
been absent from for seventy years. It also managed to do this while
avoiding litigation. The dramatic return of all salmon species origi-
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40 THE FIRST OREGONIANS

When researchers asked Yukon elders, our resilient neighbors to
the far north, to define “development,” they said it was spirituality.
As citizens of Oregon, we should start this new century with the
same goodwill shared among its native peoples, the first Oregonians.
If human development is truly spirituality, this may be the greatest

exchange yet to come.




